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Model Innovation School Zone Application

Innovation Schools Act of 2008

Improving Educational Performance through Greater School Autonomy

The purpose of Colorado’s Innovation Schools Act is to improve educational performance through: greater school autonomy in staffing, scheduling, programming, and resource allocation; and increased diversity in approaches to student learning in schools.  With the increased autonomy comes increased accountability for improved academic achievement outcomes.

The following is an application template to support the development of an efficient and effective Innovation School Zone plan.  In addition to the information included in this application, an Innovation School Zone plan is required to include the individual Innovation Plan for each school included in the Zone.

A Model School Innovation Plan Application is available to support the development of individual School Innovation Plans.

Additional resources for completing the application include:

· Guidance for the Model Innovation School Application

· Model School Innovation Plan Application Review Rubric

· Model District Application Review Process

· Flowchart of School Innovation Plan Approval Process
· The Innovation Schools Act of 2008, Colorado Revised Statute Title 22, Article 32.5
· Successful Innovation School Applications, CDE website

· Unified Improvement Plan Quality Criteria (School Level), CDE website
Innovation School Zone Application

Submitted to:

Contact Name




Organization Name




Organization Address

Submitted by:

Primary Contact Name




Primary Contact Title



Primary Contact Address




Primary Contact Phone Number




Primary Contact Email Address

Date Submitted:


1. An executive summary describing the plan for creating an Innovation School Zone including the vision, mission, schools, communities, and students to be served, and overview of changes to existing practices
2. A list of the schools included in the Innovation School Zone

3. A description of how innovations in the schools would be integrated to achieve results that would be less likely to be accomplished by each school working alone

4. An estimate of any economies of scale that would be achieved by innovations implemented jointly by the schools

5. Evidence that a majority of the administrators, teachers, and school advisory council members for each of the schools consent to creating the Innovation School Zone
6. A statement of the level of support for creating an Innovation School Zone by other staff, students, parents, and community of each of the schools that provides evidence that each school specifically solicited input on the selection of schools to be included in the Innovation School Zone and the strategies and procedures that would be used in implementing and integrating the innovations

7. A copy of the Innovation Plan for each of the schools included in the Innovation School Zone
8. A list of attachments
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